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History

Over the past 65 years, WAPOR has been fortunate to have some of the most

prominent names in survey and public opinion research serve as its President.

Below is a listing of the men and women who have served. Each made an indelible

mark on both the Organization and the people whom the Organization serves.

1947-1948 Jean Stoetzel France

1949-1950 James White UK

1951-1952 John F. Maloney USA

1953-1954 Jan Stapel Netherlands

1955-1956 Leo P. Crespi USA

1957-1958 Bjorn Balstad Norway

1959-1960 Mark Abrams UK

1961-1962 Helen Crossley USA

1963-1964 Karl Georg von Stackelberg West Germany

1965-1966 Leo Bogart USA

1967-1968 Eric da Costa India

1969-1970 Adri Bakker Netherlands

1971-1972 Philip K. Hastings USA

1973-1974 Wim J. de Jonge Netherlands

1975-1976 Juan Linz Spain/USA

1977-1978 Irving Crespi USA

1979-1980 Elisabeth Noelle-Neumann West Germany

1981-1982 Yvan Corbeil Canada

1983-1984 Robert M. Worcester UK

1985-1986 Seymour Martin Lipset USA

1987-1988 Hans Zetterberg Sweden

1989-1990 Frederick C. Turner USA

1991-1992 Elizabeth H. Nelson UK

1993-1994 Philip Meyer USA

1995-1996 Wolfgang Donsbach Germany

1997-1998 Maxwell McCombs USA

1999-2000 Miguel Basanez Mexico

2001-2002 Brian Gosschalk UK

2003-2004 Kathleen Frankovic USA

2005-2006 Esteban Lopez-Escobar Spain

2007-2008 Mike Traugott USA

2009-2010 Thomas Petersen Germany

2011-2012 Tom W. Smith USA

2013-2014 Alejandro Moreno Mexico

Past Conferences

This post is also available in: Chinese (Simplified), Chinese (Traditional),
French, German

Archives

The archives of the World
Association for Public Opinion
Research are housed at the
University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill. They are part of
the Southern Historical
Collection housed and
cataloged at UNC.

Click here for a complete
listing of the WAPOR
inventory
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A Look Back at WAPOR’s 2014
Conference: Nice, France

WAPOR’s 67th annual conference, “Extensible Public Opinion,” was held 4-6 September
2014 at the Hotel Radisson Blu on the Mediterranean coast of Nice, France in
coordination with ESOMAR, a partner organization.  The ESOMAR annual conference
took place in Nice just after the WAPOR meeting.

Adjusting the traditional schedule and beginning early on the first day, meant
being able to accommodate and additional 28 papers the special AAPOR panel,
“Measuring Opinion in a Changing World: Reports from the AAPOR Taskforce on
Emerging Technologies,” chaired by AAPOR president Michael Link (Nielsen).

In all, a total of 157 papers were accepted and presented. The conference program
had 36 sessions, including a number of panels, with topics that included both
substantive and methodological issues such as:
        · Method: Pre-Interview, Interview, Post-Interview

· Media, Journalism; Opinion Formation; Political Process
· Conflict extending from demonstrations to armed conflict
· Use of opinion; Elections, candidates; Europe

This year’s conference ranks in the top three conferences, in terms of attendance,
with participants from 40 countries.

Congratulations are in order for the winners of the prestigious prizes presented at the
WAPOR Awards Banquet. The Naomi C. Turner prize is given for the best paper
presented by a student at the annual conference.  This year’s paper was entitled,
“Illusions of Knowledge: How the Media Makes us Capable of Participating in Politics,”
by Mathias Weber and Christina Koehler from the University of Mainz.  Their paper
argues that mass media may contribute to citizens’ opinion-forming, as opinion-
forming is above all a function of political efficacy – the citizens’ notion of their own
knowledge regarding political issues (subjective knowledge), and of how well they can
judge policy options tied to these issues (subjective capacity for political judgment).

The Elizabeth Nelson prize is given for the best paper from a society in transition
presented at the annual conference.  The winner this year was for the paper,
“Participation in General Elections and Socio-Political Integration in Four Post-
Socialist Countries,” presented by Robert Peter of the Institute for Political Science,
Centre for Social Sciences, Hungarian Academy of Sciences.  The paper investigates

(Conference continued on page 5)

Boletín de la Asociación Mundial de Investigadores de Opinión Pública, Diciembre 2014. 
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VICE-PRESIDENT & TREASURER: ALEJANRO MORENO 

Alejandro Moreno (PhD, University of Michigan, 1997) is 

Professor of Political Science at the Instituto Tecnológico 

Autónomo de México (ITAM), and Director of Public Opinion 

Research at Reforma newspaper, both in Mexico City.  In 2012-

2014 he served as President of the World Association for Public 

Opinion Research (WAPOR) and since 2013 he is the Vice-

President of the World Values Survey Association (WVSA). He has 

been a principal investigator for the World Values Survey in 

Mexico in the 1996-97, 2000, 2005, and 2012 surveys. He has 

served as Managing Director for the Latinobarómetro since 2010, 

as co-investigator for the Mexico Panel Study in the 2000, 2006 

and 2012 Mexican presidential elections, and as principal investigator in Mexico for the 

Comparative National Election Project (CNEP) in 2006 and 2012. He is the author of various 

publications on public opinion, voting behavior, and political values, including the following: 

El votante mexicano: Democracia, actitudes políticas y conducat electoral (The Mexican Voter, 

2003), Nuestros valores (2005), La decisión electoral: Votantes, partidos y democracia en 

México (Electoral Choice in Mexico, 2009), Consolidating Mexico’s Democracy: The 2006 
Presidential Campaign in Comparative Perspective (co-edited with Jorge Domínguez and 

Chappell Lawson, 2009), Comportamento Eleitoral e Comunicação Política na América Latina 

(co-edited with Helcimara Telles, 2013), Mexico’s Evolving Democracy: A Comparative Study 
of the 2012 Elections (co-edited with Jorge I. Domínguez, Kenneth Greene, and Chappell 

Lawson, forthcoming), and three sourcebooks co-edited with Ronald Inglehart and based on 

World Values Survey data (1998, 2008 and 2010). He has over 70 academic articles published 

in different journals or as book chapters in edited volumes. He has twice received the Sir 

Robert Worcester Prize for best article published by the International Journal of Public 

Opinion Research (IJPOR), in 2007 and 2010. His journalistic publications include over 2,500 

polls stories at Reforma and Este País: Tendencias y opiniones in Mexico. 

 

VICE-PRESIDENT: CHRISTIAN WELZEL 

Christian Welzel is the Political Culture Research Professor 

at Leuphana University in Lueneburg, Germany. He is also 

President (emer.) and Vice-President of the World Values Survey 

Association and Foreign Consultant to the Laboratory for 

Comparative Social Research at the National Research 

University/Higher School of Economics in St. Petersburg and 

Moscow, Russia. His research focuses on human empowerment, 

emancipative values, cultural change and democratization. A 

recipient of various large-scale grants, Welzel is the author of 

more than a hundred scholarly publications. Besides his just 

published Freedom Rising (2013 at CUP, winner of the Alexander 

George Award and the Stein Rokkan Prize, see 

www.cambridge.org/welzel), the most recent books include: The Civic Culture 
Transformed (with Russell J. Dalton, at CUP 2014); Democratization (with Christian Haerpfer, 

Ronald Inglehart and Patrick Bernhagen, at OUP 2009) and Modernization, Cultural Change 
and Democracy (with Ronald Inglehart, 2005 at CUP). 
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Integrante del equipo  que elaboró la Guía sobre estudios de opinión y encuestas publicadas de ESOMAR/WAPOR 
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GUIDELINE ON OPINION POLLS AND PUBLISHED SURVEYS 

  

� Additional information is needed so readers can evaluate the poll’s reliability and validity. This information is 
more technical, and should be available on a website of the research organisation or the publication. It must 
be made available when requested. That information includes:  

� Whether respondents were selected from a panel (or multiple panels), the names of the panels and whether 
they were created using probability or non-probability methods. If the panel is a probability sample, the 
cumulative response rate (reflecting recruitment, attrition, and the within-panel response rate for a study) 
should be made available. For non-probability samples, the participation rate (the number of panel members 
providing a usable response divided by the total number of initial personal invitations requesting members to 
participate) should be provided. 

� The method of selection of panelists for the particular study. This usually involves some form of stratification 
or quotas, intended to represent the target population. The variables used to define the strata, quotas, or 
other selection methods (such as matching and propensity score groups) should be listed. 

� In most cases, the final sample will be weighted. The most important information to disclose is which 
variables were used to form the weights. If cell weighting or raking (“rim weighting”) is used, the unweighted 
sample distributions should be included in tabulations. For more complex methods (such as propensity score 
weighting or matching), a more detailed methodology report should be made available on request. 

These disclosures are intended to provide information about the procedures used to conduct a specific survey 
with a given panel, but do not cover details of panel recruitment (aside from identification of the panel source 
or sources). For more details see ESOMAR’s 28 questions to help buyers of online samples. 

8.4.4 Mixed modes 

The use of multiple modes within a single poll is becoming common, especially as ways of insuring coverage 
for groups that may be difficult to reach by the main polling method. For example, face-to- face interviewing 
may supplement phone interviewing in countries with relatively low phone penetration. Some research 
organisations offer respondents a choice as to how they wish to be interviewed.   

� The value of using multiple modes is their representativeness; however, researchers must always be aware 
of the possibilities of mode effects as different modes may produce different answers.     

� When publishing results from polls using mixed modes, researchers must provide the number of interviews 
in each mode and provide the information relevant to each mode of interviewing.   

 

9 PROJECT TEAM 
� Kathy Frankovic (Chair), former Director of Surveys at CBS News; Consultant to YouGov and a member of 

the ESOMAR Professional Standards Committee 

� Miroslawa Grabowska, Professor at University of Warsaw and Director of the Center for Public Opinion 
Research (CBOS) 

� Richard Hilmer, Managing Director, Infratest Dimap 

� Kathy Joe, Director, International Standards and Public Affairs, ESOMAR  

� Christophe Jourdain, International Managing Director, IFOP 

� Nick Moon, Managing Director, GfK NOP Social Survey and secretary to the British Polling Council  

� Alejandro Moreno, Professor at the Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM); Director of the public 
opinion polling unit at newspaper Reforma and President of WAPOR  

� Adam Phillips, Chair of the ESOMAR Professional Standards and Legal Affairs Committees 

� Doug Rivers, Professor at Stanford University and Founder of YouGov America 

 

 


